EDUCATING PRIVATE WELL WATER USERS ABOUT
CONTAMINATION

What is the problem?

Louisiana has a large number of residential water wells located within one mile of either
an operating or abandoned wood preservation or wood treatment facility. No Louisiana
law requires private well water testing. This limits the ability to assess potential
exposures to chemicals through well water.

What did Tracking do?

In partnership with the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality and the state's
Safe Drinking Water Program, the Louisiana Tracking staff conducted a pilot project to
link environmental, exposure, and health outcome data around wood preservation and

treatment sites. The pilot project included

o Compiling groundwater and drinking water data from areas near 22 inactive
wood preservation and treatment facilities.

o Compiling data on bladder, lung, and all-sites cancers in areas surrounding wood
preservation facilities.

o Establishing the Private Well Water Education Initiative to register private wells.

Improved public health

As a result of the pilot project, many residents who have private water wells contacted
the health department to obtain a list of places where they can test their well water. This
should help reduce potential exposures to contaminated well water.



